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Advocating for community living 
as self-advocate

Senada Halilcevic

Life in institution

I have spent the biggest part of my 
childhood in institutions.

I couldn’t decide for myself.

The stuff decided for me.
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My life in the community

I am living in the community 

for three years now.

When I started living in the 

community it was difficult.

At the beginning 

I needed more support.

Today I have minimum support.

Right to live in the community

Many people with intellectual 
disabilities still live in institutions.

Article 19 of UN Convention states that 
all persons with disabilities have the 
right to live in the community as all 
other people.
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My real life began with

the day I left the institution.

All persons with intellectual disabilities 
living in institutions must also finally get 
the opportunity to start living their real 
life!!

Thank you!
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